FANTASTIC

www.aura-zurich.ch/en
AURA offers hgh-end
multifunctional
event and restau-
rant space with

urich is much more than

banking. In reality, groups will

AN '/ / e discover a city bubbling with

{1 R LA g cal capabilities, both urban style and natural

- GRERE i oo including a beauty. And while the Swiss

» ! g -1 360-degree metropolis is clearly a global

video projec- center of high finance, the city offers plenty
tion. of unique options for groups.

Nature-wise, the city sits right on Lake
Zurich, so aside from offering a sophisti-
cated global meetings infrastructure, the

T e it m—— compact metropolis--sometimes referred to
outdoor/indoor spaces for corpo- as a boutique city--presents groups with a
rate events, weddings and private variety of natural activities to complement
functions define this “green” space. its modern conference facilities.

Giardino Verde
www.giardino-
verde.ch/en

“I call it the water town,”
Giesserei Oerlikon ; | says Roland Ottiger, head
www.diegiesserei.ch . ) | of markets & business

This banquet and
corporate event
space for up to 160
in an old foundry
building is also used

development for Zurich
Tourism.

“Here you have a large
metropolitan city, but with

for weddings. A < a lake in the heart of the
city. When you organize a
Lake Side meeting during the summer, this is one of
www.lake-side.ch the feelings that you get from Zurich: Yes,
This congress and event center it is a city, yet at the same time, it has this

overlooks the Alps and Lake
Zurich, with multimedia capabili-
ties for up to 1,000 people.

combination of city and nature”

Groups can meet in various venues near
the lake or on the lake. For example, one can
Papiersaal und Folium take a boat from the city center to Quai 61,

www.praegebuero.ch

Two unigue levels of a former paper
factory building are offered here, > co IW ECT e :

popular for corporate events, includ- :
ing in-house event management. ZURICH TOURISM
www.zuerich.com/en

Banking on meetings

BY GARY SINGH

a lakeside restaurant, bar and event space.
Giardino Verde, in another case, provides
three tropical greenhouses for numer-

ous events. In still another instance, the
Uetliberg, Zurich’s own mountain, provides
panoramic views of the Alps and the city.

For planners targeting the main inner city,
AURA, a luxury venue for high-tech events
at Zurich’s Paradeplatz, is over the top.
Other venues like Papeirsaal und Folium and
Giesserei Oerlikon are located in repur-
posed buildings, showcasing Zurich’s urban
edginess.

When the meeting is done, Zurich has all
the high-end shopping one could want, and
the Zurich West neighborhood, a former
industrial part of town, has morphed over
the last 10 years into a combination of arti-
san shops, creative urbanism and high-tech
companies.

Allin all, when compared to London,

Paris, Vienna and other sprawling European
cities, Zurich is very compact,
offering a very high level of
infrastructure, but on a
boutique scale.

“You have a wide
variety of experienc-
es, but in a relatively
small area,” Ottiger
says. [
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in just 10 minutes. Swiss
Less than a two-hour flight ground transportation is

from London, Zurich Airport one of the most punctual
includes a train station that and effective systems in the
connects to the main city world.
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